
20 Dec The Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, Minister 

Perry Street 
Petersburg, Virginia 

Dear Tee: 

1956 Gillfield Baptist Church 

Thanks for your very kind letter of December 12. It was a real pleasure hearing 
from you. Actually, I had been planning to write you for several weeks, but I could 
not find your address anywhere. Proctor promised to give it to me when I was in 
Richmond in November, but I forgot to remind him of it before leaving. So I am 
more than happy to have your letter before me, as well as your address. 

First, I must express my deepest appreciation to you and your charming wife 
for making my stay in Petersburg such a comfortable. It was a real pleasure being 
in your palatial home and meeting your many friends. The fellowship was one 
that I will long remember. 

After checking my schedule, I find that all of the possiblities that you men- 
tioned fall within periods that I have made previous commitments. I am sure that 
this sounds strange to you, but my calendar reveals that I have accepted almost 
as many engagements as my schedule will allow for the whole of 1957. Please know 
that my non-acceptance at this point is not due to a lack of interest, but to the 
acceptance of already long standing engagements. 

It might be possible, however, for me to take out one Sunday when I am in that 
vicinity and come to Petersburg. If such is at all possible, I will notify you in the 
very near future. 

I hope things are going well with you. I was deeply impressed with your church 
and the great work that you are doing. You have my prayers and best wishes for 
continued success. i Give my regards to your lovelywife and also to your charming 
children. I will look forward to seeing you when I am at Union for the Week of 
Prayer.* 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 
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2. King was scheduled to speak at Virginia Union University in February 1957. 

To Eugene Walton 

20 December 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Walton, a graduate student in public relations and communications at Boston 
University, had been encouraged by Lafayette Dudley to share his fund-raising ideas 
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with King.’ Concerned about “the plight of the NAACP in the South, ” Walton had 
written to King earlier in December that “there is a need for an  independent fund  
raising organization to support it and the organizations that take over its function 
where it is banned. ”He proposed a structure for such an organization and suggested 
fund-raising techniques used by the Red Cross, which he had been researching. 

Mr. Eugene Walton 
Boston University 
School of Public Relations 
84 Exeter Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Walton: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of recent date. It was a real 
pleasure hearing from you, and knowing of your intense interest in the greater 
expansion of democracy for American Negroes. 

Naturally I am quite interested in the fund raising aspect of the various move- 
ments which are fighting for the cause of freedom. This has always been a serious 
problem confronting most organizations of goodwill. I have always felt that this 
lack of gaining adequate funds is due to a lack of proper organization. So your 
letter came as a real encouragement to me. I would be interested to gain further 
insight into your proposals and also your experiences in this area. The NAACP is 
always in need of funds, and of course our organization here in Montgomery is 
in need of funds. Please feel free at any time to make suggestions. 

I am very happy to know of Lafayette Duddley’s growing interest in the cause 
of freedom. I am sure that you can be a real companion to him in such a noble 
venture. Please know that I am deeply interested in what you are doing and in all 
of your suggestions. Feel free to write me at any time. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
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I. Eugene Walton (1930-) was born in Wichita Falls, Texas. He received two undergraduate de- 
grees (1952, 1953) from the University ofwashington and his M.S. (1957) from Boston University. After 
serving in several positions with the federal government, he became affirmative action coordinator 
for the Library of Congress. Walton had taught Dudley in Boston, where Dudley had met King in 1955. 
See King to Lafayette Dudley, 19 September 1956, pp. 374-375 in this volume; and Dudley to King, I j 

December 1956. 

489 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




